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Project: Talaga Sampireun Bali Restaurant
Team: K-Thengono Design Studio

Size: 9455 nd

Location: Bali, IndonesiaDesign

Feature:

Project - K-Thengono Design Studio has reimagined the traditional Indonesian
lakeside dining experience with their latest project for the Talaga Sampireun
restaurant chain in Bali. Departing from the brand's typical formula of individual
pavilions surrounding a lake, the architects have crafted an integrated narrative that

evokes a rural village nestled beside serene waters.

The centerpiece is a sinuous "river" formed by curvaceous dining areas that meander
through the expansive site like a sculptural spine. Open-air saung pavilions with leaf-
inspired roofs line this flowing axis, echoing the riverside settlements of old. However,
unlike previous Talaga Sampireun outposts, these unique dining spaces offer direct

waterfront access, allowing guests to delight in feeding the resident fish.

The arrival sequence builds a sense of drama, with a soaring roof that gradually
descends to an intimate human scale as one approaches the lake. Strategic skylights
pierce this architectural crown, casting dramatic shafts of light that interplay with

textures like locally-sourced teak, brass, red brick and rattan crafts. More than just



visual delight, the ambiance engages all senses through natural sounds, aromas of

regional cuisine, and a harmonious blend of modern and traditional materials.

K-Thengono Design Studio has adeptly fused nature, tradition and contemporary
vision to create an immersive dining oasis that transcends the typical restaurant
experience. The Talaga Sampireun Bali celebrates Indonesia’s rich heritage through

an innovative contemporary lens.

Design Team - Founded in 2010, K-Thengono Design Studio is a Jakarta-based
architectural practice led by Principal Architect Kelvin Thengono. The firm seeks to
craft buildings that are coherent with their urban fabric, deriving designs from forging

connections between inhabitants, nature and cultural narratives.

With a rigorous, meticulous approach, K-Thengono Design Studio creates
environments that enhance user well-being through generous access to natural light,
water and ventilation. Cultural identities are skillfully incorporated, celebrating local
materials and sharing sentimental user stories. The integrity of their designs shines

through spatial solutions precisely tailored to client needs.

The studio operates as a small, focused team continuously challenging perceptions
to deliver optimal results. An iterative process centered on constant client

communication allows them to find the most suitable design answers. This holistic



methodology embodies the core values instilled by Kelvin Thengono.

Thengono himself brings international experience spanning custom residences,
hospitality, commercial and healthcare projects. After earning his Bachelor of
Architecture with Honors from California College of the Arts, he worked at award-
winning firms like Craig Steely, Jensen Architects and Min Design. His designs have
won accolades like the AIAS Honor Award and Architizer A+Award Popular Choice.
Frequently published, Thengono also serves as an invited critic at his alma mater CCA.
Under Thengono's leadership, the studio has gained a reputation for creative
solutions that coherently blend the built and natural environments through a

contextual, people-focused approach.
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